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SUMMARY 

Applied Research Designs, Inc. (“AR Designs”) hereby petitions the Commission for 

designation as a Lifeline Broadband Provider Eligible Telecommunications Carrier (“LBP ETC”), 

with streamlined consideration, in order to provide Lifeline-supported broadband internet access 

service (“BIAS”) in delineated non-rural, non-Tribal areas in the state of Illinois, specifically, in 

three zip codes in the south side of Chicago.  AR Designs is highly and uniquely qualified to 

provide service as a LBP in its designated service area.  Through a combination of its own 

facilities and engineering expertise coupled with leased network access arrangements, it has 

provided BIAS service to mixed-income residents of Chicago on an uninterrupted basis since 

2004, and currently provides BIAS service to over 1,800 non-Lifeline customers.  Accordingly, 

AR Designs is well prepared to offer fixed wireless BIAS services as a Lifeline provider to 

qualifying low-income households upon designation as a LBP ETC by the Commission, and 

qualifies for expedited review and streamlined treatment of this petition under the 2016 Lifeline 

Modernization Order. 

AR Designs is a certificated Minority Business Enterprise (MBE) with a proven track 

record of providing broadband service and adoption programs to low income communities.  For 

over a decade, AR Designs has been an internet access services provider for Oakwood Shores, a 

community developed and managed by The Community Builders, Inc., a national nonprofit real 

estate developer that manages more than 11,000 mixed-income apartment units throughout the 

nation.  AR Designs is partnering with The Community Builders and with the leading non-profit 

organizations EveryoneOn and ConnectHome in helping to eliminate the digital divide by 

making high-speed, low-cost Internet service and computers and free digital literacy courses 
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accessible to unconnected Americans in technologically underserved and economically 

depressed communities. 

AR Designs certifies that it will comply with all Commission rules for LBP ETCs, 

including all applicable minimum service standards applicable to Lifeline support under the 

Commission’s revised Lifeline rules.  Moreover, to protect the integrity of the Lifeline program 

and guard against waste, fraud, and abuse, AR Designs will comply with the revised rules 

regarding subscriber eligibility verification, certification and recordkeeping, and auditing 

requirements.  AR Designs will certify and recertify subscribers’ eligibility for the Lifeline 

program in full compliance with existing section 54.410 of the Commission’s rules until the 

Commission’s new National Verifier has been launched in its designated service area in Illinois, 

and then will enroll subscribers through the National Verifier pursuant to the new provisions of 

section 54.410. 

AR Designs understands that both affordable broadband access and digital literacy training 

are critical to further advance the Commission’s goal of broadband adoption in low-income 

communities.  With more than a decade of experience as a fixed wireless broadband provider, 

partnerships with outreach and digital literacy organizations like EveryoneOn/ConnectHome, 

and a commitment to expand its services to increase the availability of broadband service for low-

income Americans, AR Designs is an ideal candidate for expedited LBP ETC designation under 

the Commission’s streamlined designation process. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

Applied Research Designs, Inc. (“AR Designs”) d/b/a Bandwidth Community Network 

(“BC NET”), pursuant to Section 214(e)(6) of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended1 

and Sections 54.201 and 54.202 of the Commission’s rules,2 by its undersigned counsel, 

respectfully submits this Petition for Designation as a Lifeline Broadband Provider Eligible 

Telecommunications Carrier (“LBP ETC”) for the sole purpose of qualifying for Lifeline support 

for the provision of broadband internet access service (“BIAS”) in non-rural areas of the state of 

Illinois; specifically, in zip codes 60653, 60615, and 60637 ( the “Designated Service Area”).3  

Designation of AR Designs as a LBP ETC will further the Commission’s overarching policy goals 

                                                      
1 47 U.S.C. § 214(e)(6). 
2 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.201, 54.202. 
3 See Wireline Competition Bureau Provides Guidance Regarding Designation as a Lifeline Broadband Provider 
and  Lifeline Broadband Minimum Service Standards, WC Docket No 11-42 et al., Public Notice, DA 16-1118, ¶ 11 
(WCB Sept. 30, 2016) (“LBP Public Notice”). 
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of “ensur[ing] the availability of broadband service for low-income Americans,”4 and 

“encourag[ing] market entry and increas[ing] competition among Lifeline providers.”5 

Pursuant to the Commission’s 2016 Lifeline Modernization Order,6 as discussed in more 

detail below, AR Designs satisfies the requirements for designation as an LBP ETC on a 

streamlined, “deemed granted” basis and is able and prepared to offer Lifeline-supported BIAS 

service throughout the Designated Service Area.  Through a combination of its own facilities and 

engineering expertise coupled with leased network access arrangements, AR Designs has 

provided internet access service, bandwidth, and network services to mixed-income communities 

in the City of Chicago on an uninterrupted basis since 2004, and currently provides BIAS service 

to over 1,800 non-Lifeline customers.  Accordingly, AR Designs is prepared to offer fixed 

wireless BIAS services to qualifying low-income households in the Designated Service Area 

upon designation as a LBP ETC by the Commission, and qualifies for expedited review and 

streamlined treatment of this petition under the 2016 Lifeline Modernization Order.7  Grant of 

AR Designs’ Petition will clearly promote the public interest and particularly the Commission’s 

primary goal for the newly reformed, BIAS-centric Lifeline program by expanding “the 

availability of broadband service for low-income Americans.”8 

II. OVERVIEW 

AR Designs is incorporated in the State of Illinois with principal offices located at 25245 

Trelliage Ave., Plainfield, IL 60585.  It is a certified Minority Business Enterprise (MBE) in the 

                                                      
4 See Lifeline and Link Up Reform and Modernization et al., Third Report and Order, Further Report and Order, and 
Order on Reconsideration, 31 FCC Rcd 3962, 3971 ¶ 29. (2016) (“2016 Lifeline Modernization Order”). 
5 See id. at 4040 ¶217. 
6 Id. at 4066 ¶ 282. 
7 Id. at 4065 ¶¶ 277-78. 
8 See id. at 3971 ¶ 29. 
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City of Chicago and the State of Illinois.9  Since 2004, AR Designs has been an internet access 

services provider for Oakwood Shores, a community developed and managed by The 

Community Builders, Inc. (http://www.tcbinc.org/), a national nonprofit real estate developer 

that owns or manages more than 11,000 low-income, senior and mixed-income apartment units 

in communities throughout the United States. 

The Oakwood Shores community is a mixed-income community consisting of a blend of 

subsidized housing, affordable housing and market rate housing components.  Oakwood Shores 

is located about three miles south of downtown Chicago in an area where most communities are 

economically depressed and technologically underserved due to a dearth of advanced 

telecommunications infrastructure.  AR Designs and The Community Builders have endeavored 

to independently provide an affordable means of broadband access to the residents of Oakwood 

Shores by offering broadband as an included utility or amenity for residents, requiring no out-of-

pocket charge to the residents, relying on private, federal and state grants to support the internet 

network program.  AR Designs now seeks to expand this model into a permanent, sustainable 

vehicle for providing affordable, high-quality BIAS services, initially to low income residents of 

Oakwood Shores and the surrounding community, and eventually to many similar communities 

developed and managed by The Community Builders in the midwest, New England and eastern 

seaboard regions of the United States,  including communities in Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, 

Kentucky, Michigan, Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, New Jersey, New York, 

Pennsylvania, Maryland, Washington, DC, Virginia, and North Carolina.10 

                                                      
9 See Exhibit 1 hereto and discussion infra. 
10 As these future plans materialize, AR Designs would follow the procedure set forth in new section 54.202(e) of 
the Commission’s rules and described in paragraph 280 of the 2016 Lifeline Modernization Order.  See 47 C.F.R. § 
54.202(e); 2016 Lifeline Modernization Order, 31 FCC Rcd at 4066 ¶ 280. 

http://www.tcbinc.org/
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In an effort to optimize the deployment and adoption of broadband service for the benefit 

of these low-income populations, AR Designs and The Community Builders have formed 

partnerships with EveryoneOn and its affiliate ConnectHome.  EveryoneOn 

(http://everyoneon.org/) is a national nonprofit organization working to eliminate the digital 

divide by making high-speed, low-cost Internet service and computers and free digital literacy 

courses accessible to unconnected Americans in technologically underserved and economically 

depressed communities.  ConnectHome (http://connecthome.hud.gov/) is a collaborative pilot 

program of EveryoneOn and the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) to 

connect children and families in HUD-assisted housing with access to high-speed Internet.   

EveryoneOn collaborates with libraries, training centers, schools and other nonprofits to 

advertise free computer and Internet courses at over 8,000 training sites across the country.  AR 

Designs is committed to working with EveryoneOn and low-income developers and managers 

like The Community Builders to provide affordable broadband connectivity to low income 

families and individuals. 

Testimonial letters of support for AR Designs’ LBP ETC application by its partners 

EveryoneOn and The Community Builders are appended hereto at Exhibit 2. 

With more than a decade of experience as a fixed wireless broadband provider, 

partnerships with outreach and digital literacy organizations like EveryoneOn/ConnectHome, 

and a commitment to expand its services to increase “the availability of broadband service for 

low-income Americans,”11 AR Designs is an ideal candidate for LBP ETC designation under the 

Commission’s streamlined designation process. 

                                                      
11 2016 Lifeline Modernization Order, 31 FCC Rcd at 3971 ¶ 29. 

http://everyoneon.org/
http://connecthome.hud.gov/
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD
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III. AR DESIGNS MEETS THE REQUIREMENTS FOR LIFELINE BROADBAND 
PROVIDER ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER DESIGNATION 

As described below, AR Designs satisfies all of the statutory and regulatory requirements 

for designation as a LBP ETC in the proposed Designated Service Area, and has provided a 

discussion of each requirement below. 

A. The FCC Has Authority to Grant the Requested Designation 

In the 2016 Lifeline Modernization Order, the Commission created “a unified, streamlined 

FCC ETC designation process for providers seeking to receive reimbursement for providing 

BIAS.”12  The Commission further found that individual state designations for the LBP ETC 

designation “would thwart federal universal service goals and broadband competition,” and 

accordingly preempted such state designations.13  AR Designs seeks to provide BIAS service to 

consumers throughout the proposed Designated Service Area.  Pursuant to the Commission’s 

revised rules and section 214(e)(6) of the Act,14 AR Designs is not subject to state ETC 

designation jurisdiction, and AR Designs may seek designation as a LBP ETC for  its non-rural, 

non-Tribal Designated Service Area directly from the Commission.15 

B. This Petition Qualifies for Streamlined Treatment 

Under section 54.202(d) of the Commission’s revised Lifeline rules, a petition for LBP 

ETC designation qualifies for streamlined treatment if the provider:  (1) serves at least 1,000 

non-Lifeline customers with voice telephone service and/or BIAS at the time of the filing; and 

                                                      
12 Id. at ¶ 239. 
13 Id. at ¶ 229. 
14 47 U.S.C. § 214(e)(6) 
15 2016 Lifeline Modernization Order, 31 FCC Rcd at 4044-4063, ¶¶ 229-273.  AR Designs notes that some recent 
objections to certain LBP petitions are inapposite to the instant petition, which seeks authority to serve only non-
rural, non-Tribal communities in Illinois. 
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(2) has offered broadband services to the public for at least the two years preceding the filing, 

without interruption.16 

AR Designs meets the requirements for 60-day streamlined LBP ETC designation.  As 

described throughout this petition, AR Designs has provided, without interruption, fixed wireless 

BIAS service to residents of its Oakwood Shores (Chicago) service area since 2004.  Inasmuch 

as AR Designs has not yet been designated as a Lifeline service provider, all of AR Designs’ 

subscribers to date have been non-Lifeline subscribers.  As of the date of this filing, AR Designs 

serves over 1,800 non-Lifeline subscribers with high-speed Wi-Fi internet access.  Indeed, AR 

Designs has consistently served over 1,000 BIAS subscribers over the past four years.  

Accordingly, AR Designs meets the Commission’s criteria for receiving streamlined, 60-day 

“deemed granted” treatment of its LBP ETC application.17 

C. AR Designs Certifies That It Will Comply With the Service Requirements 
Applicable to Lifeline Support (47 C.F.R. § 54.202(a)(1)) 

In accordance with 47 C.F.R. § 54.202(a)(1)(i), AR Designs hereby certifies that it will 

comply with all the service requirements, including all applicable minimum service standards, 

applicable to Lifeline support under the Commission’s revised rules.18 

As described throughout this Petition, AR Designs currently provides BIAS service.  At 

present, AR Designs offers fixed wireless broadband at symmetrical speeds up to 150 Mbps and 

maintains an uncapped usage allowance, and as shown in section G infra, its initial LBP service 

will offer 300 mbps download and 150 mbps upload speeds.  AR Designs’ modern fiber-based 

redundant network will allow AR Designs to maintain compliance with the evolving Lifeline 

minimum service requirements.  AR Designs commits to providing compliant BIAS service to 
                                                      
16 47 C.F.R. § 54.202(d)(1). See LBP Public Notice. 
17 See id. 
18 47 C.F.R. § 54.202(a)(1)(i). 
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all qualified low income consumers throughout its proposed Designated Service Area as the 

minimum service standards for qualifying BIAS are increased annually.19 

D. AR Designs Will Remain Functional in Emergency Situations (47 C.F.R. § 
54.202(a)(2)) 

In accordance with 47 C.F.R. § 54.202(a)(2),  AR Designs commits to remaining 

functional in emergency situations, and certifies that the network over which its BIAS service is 

provided is capable of remaining functional in such situations.20  Specifically, AR Designs 

maintains a reasonable amount of back-up power to ensure functionality in the absence of an 

external power source.  AR Designs is also able to reroute traffic around damaged facilities, and is 

capable of managing traffic spikes resulting from emergency situations.21  Therefore, AR 

Designs is able to provide its customers with the same level of functionality in emergency 

situations as provided during normal periods. 

Throughout its operating history, AR Designs has maintained a standard of excellence 

during emergency situations, due in part to its partnership with Windstream Communications 

(“Windstream”) that permits distribution of bandwidth through direct fiber-to-facilities and 

redundant fixed wireless point-to-point microwave links to underserved communities.  Each 

underserved community location is installed with Wi-Fi (802.11ac) based multipoint equipment 

that connects to residents’ computers, tablets, and mobile phones.  Power to Windstream’s data 

center facility is provided via two utility lines, in addition to an emergency utility line; and all lines 

carry 8MVA electric output.  All power cabling is installed in either conduit or seal-tight flexible 

conduit with compliant connections to all equipment.  There are three distinct UPS rooms with 

equipment that automatically accommodates 0 – 4 MW load variations. 
                                                      
19 See LBP Public Notice. 
20 47 C.F.R. § 54.202(a)(2).  See LBP Public Notice. 
21 See id. 
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E. AR Designs Will Satisfy Applicable Consumer Protection and Service 
Quality Standards (47 C.F.R. § 54.202(a)(3)) 

AR Designs commits to continuing compliance with all applicable service quality standards 

and consumer protection rules.22  Specifically, AR Designs hereby certifies that it will comply with 

all applicable state and federal consumer protection and service quality standards, that it 

understands its consumer protection obligations under the Communications Act and its 

implementing rules, including but not limited to any applicable rules regarding unjust or 

unreasonable practices, discrimination, and relevant enforcement provisions in the Act and the 

Commission’s rules, and that it is prepared to comply with those obligations and any future 

amendments or additions thereto.23  AR Designs commits to comply with the CTIA Consumer 

Code for Wireless Service and any amendments thereto. 

F. AR Designs Is Financially and Technically Capable of Providing Lifeline 
Service in Compliance with the Commission’s Rules (47 C.F.R. § 
54.202(a)(4)) 

AR Designs is financially and technically qualified to provide Lifeline-supported BIAS 

service in compliance with the Commission’s rules, including the program’s new minimum service 

standards, throughout the entire Designated Service Area.24  These qualifications are proven by the 

fact that AR Designs has been the established Internet supplier for The Community Builders at the 

Oakwood Shores community since 2004, and its user base has grown to over 1,800 residents.  

During this 12-year period it has provided uninterrupted, reliable Internet access service without 

the benefit of Lifeline funding.25  After designation, it will continue and expand its service  

  
                                                      
22 47 C.F.R. § 54.202(a)(3).  See LBP Public Notice. 
23 See 47 U.S.C. §§ 201, 202, 206-209, 216-217, 222, 225, 251(a)(2), 255, 617, 619; 47 CFR §§ 1.80, 1.701-1.736, 
6.3, 6.5, 6.9, 7.1, 7.5, 8.3, 8.5, 8.7, 8.9, 8.12-8.17, 14.20(c), 64.604-64.605. 
24 47 C.F.R. § 54.202(a)(4). 
25 See Exhibit 2 hereto. 
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offerings and will market BIAS service to both Lifeline and non-Lifeline-eligible consumers in the 

Designated Service Area. 

In partnership with Windstream, AR Designs enables carrier-grade connectivity and 

network diversity by fiber and digital microwave technology to the often technologically 

underserved and economically distressed communities developed by and managed by The 

Community Builders.  This collaboration to deliver robust broadband access has become an 

established and viable alternative to traditional local exchange carrier infrastructures which have 

been inadequate in the low-income communities around Chicago.  AR Designs’ fixed wireless 

bypasses buried fiber and copper/coax networks, by utilizing digital microwave/millimeter wave 

technologies to beam transmissions via an installed base of rooftop mounted radios.  This 

configuration enables the delivery of high speed, high throughput, and yet affordable internet 

service to our customer base.  Its long-standing contractual relationship with Windstream further 

testifies to AR Designs’ financial stability and technical capability. 

AR Designs is currently in the process of upgrading its network with its partner 

Windstream to enable the delivery of a still higher bandwidth capacity to the Designated Service 

Area.  Moreover, AR Designs is working with The Community Builders and Windstream to 

expand service to four nearby low- income communities. 

As described earlier and shown in Exhibit 1, AR Designs has been vetted and certified 

by the State of Illinois as a Minority Business Enterprise (MBE) through the Illinois Department 

of Central Management Services (CMS), the state’s one centralized program to vet all companies 

interested in doing business with the state.  The State of Illinois CMS has particularly high 

standards for qualification for state programs.  It requires all vendors and business partners to 

have the experience, wherewithal and financial resources to participate in Joint Purchasing 
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arrangements with other departments and vendors.  These demanding business terms allow the 

local governments to save time and money when purchasing services through aggregated master 

contracts.  The State of Illinois also asks its business partners to qualify for a Vendor Payment 

Plan which requires higher levels of working capital.  Since 2010, A.R. Designs has been vetted 

and qualified for doing business under the CMS’s vendor and business partner programs in order 

to participate in the Illinois Business Enterprise Program (BEP), which promotes the economic 

development of businesses owned by minorities, women and persons with disabilities.  State 

agencies and universities are encouraged to spend at least 20% of their procurement budgets with 

certified BEP companies, and many state solicitations require participation of certified BEP 

firms. 

Since 2009 A.R. Designs has been annually vetted and certified to do business as an 

MBE on a local and national basis.  Locally, it is certified annually by the Chicago Minority 

Supplier Development Council, Inc. (Chicago MSDC), a premier organization for increasing 

business opportunities between major buying organizations and minority-owned businesses and a 

local affiliate of the National Minority Supplier Development Council (NMSDC).  The NMSDC 

is the global leader in advancing business opportunities for certified Asian, Black, Hispanic and 

Native American business enterprises and their member corporations.  The NMSDC requires a 

thorough annual review of a company’s financial and business history, including three (3) years’ 

financial statements, bylaws, board of director and shareholder meeting minutes, all relevant 

business agreements, leases, deeds and records, including stock certificates, all agreements 

pertaining to ownership, operation, and control of the business, copies of resumes, copies of 

driver licenses and proof of US citizenship (birth certificates or U.S. Passports) for all Principals, 

bank records including copies of cancelled checks, and proof of general liability insurance and 
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bonding, where applicable.  The NMSDC Network maintains a national office in New York and 

23 Regional Affiliates across the country.  There are 1,750 corporate members throughout the 

network, including America’s top public and privately owned companies as well as universities, 

hospitals and other buying institutions. 

AR Designs’ State of Illinois CMS and NMSDC certifications are appended hereto at 

Exhibit 1. 

G. Terms and Conditions of AR Designs Broadband Internet Access Service 
Plans (47 C.F.R. § 54.202(a)(6)) 

Upon designation as a LBP ETC, AR Designs plans to offer the following BIAS service 

plan for its Lifeline subscribers in the proposed Designated Service Area:26 

Service Features: 

• 300 mbps download and 150 mbps upload speeds 
• Unlimited Wi-Fi data usage 
• No data cap or overage charges 
• No out-of pocket charge to Lifeline-qualified customers. 
• Non-Lifeline subscriber rate: $9.25 with above-listed service features 
• No contract, no cancellation penalty charges; no activation or initiation fee, no 

additional taxes, fees or surcharges apply. 

Additionally, for eligible Lifeline subscribers, AR Designs plans to include at no extra 

charge a Wi-Fi enabled device compliant with the Commission’s rules.27 

Sample Terms and Conditions are appended at Exhibit 3. 

                                                      
26 47 C.F.R. § 54.202(a)(6). 
27 See 47 C.F.R. § 54.408(f). 
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H. AR Designs Will Advertise the Availability of the Supported Service and the 
Charges Therefor Through Media of General Distribution (47 U.S.C. § 
214(e)(1)(B); 47 C.F.R. § 54.201(d)(2)) 

AR Designs commits to advertise the availability and cost of its Lifeline BIAS service 

through media of general distribution.28  As the 2016 Lifeline Modernization Order explained, 

“‘media of general distribution’ is any media reasonably calculated to reach the general public 

or, for an LBP, the specific audience that makes up the demographic for a particular service 

offering.  For example, for an LBP partnering with a school to offer Lifeline-discounted BIAS to 

that school’s community, ‘media of general distribution’ may include flyers, newspaper 

advertisements, or local television advertisements in that school’s geographic area.”29  AR 

Designs, which initially will focus on Lifeline BIAS services at the Oakwood Shores community 

and adjoining areas, will employ flyers, mail and other print and web advertisements, email, 

and/or text-based methods of advertising “reasonably calculated to reach the relevant 

community.”30  AR Designs will also engage in extensive in-person outreach efforts, direct 

marketing and the Internet to further advertise the availability of its services. 

AR Designs will comply with the advertising, marketing, and disclosure requirements set 

forth in 47 C.F.R. § 54.405.31  Specifically, all of AR Designs’ print and other materials used to 

describe or enroll its subscribers in the Lifeline service offering will indicate, using easily 

understood language, (1) that AR Designs’ low-income targeted service is a Lifeline service; (2) 

that Lifeline is a government assistance program; (3) that the service is non-transferable; (4) that 

only eligible consumers may enroll in the program; and (5) that the program is limited to one  

  
                                                      
28 47 U.S.C. § 214(e)(1)(B); 47 C.F.R. § 54.201(d)(2). 
29 2016 Lifeline Modernization Order, 31 FCC Rcd at 4094 ¶ 364. 
30 Id. 
31 47 C.F.R. § 54.405. 
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discount per household.  A sample AR Designs application/certification form is appended at 

Exhibit 4. 

Additionally, The Community Builders will collaborate with AR Designs in conducting 

community marketing campaigns and town hall meetings to generate interest in the community 

network.  AR Designs currently works with community health clinics, stores, libraries, schools and 

community centers to generate awareness about the AR Designs service.  As discussed above, AR 

Designs has formed partnerships with EveryoneOn, The Community Builders, and local 

community stakeholders to publicize and encourage participation and sign-ups for AR Designs’ 

service upon designation as an LBP by the Commission. 

I. AR Designs Will Comply with All Applicable ETC Obligations (47 U.S.C. § 
214(e); 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.201, 54.202) 

To protect the integrity of the Lifeline program and guard against waste, fraud, and abuse, 

AR Designs will comply with the Commission’s additional ETC obligations outlined in sections 

54.201 and 54.202 as well as those contained in subpart E of Part 54 of the rules,32 specifically 

including the rules regarding subscriber eligibility verification, certification and recordkeeping, 

and auditing requirements.  With regard to eligibility verification, AR Designs will certify and 

recertify subscribers’ eligibility for the Lifeline program, including verifying and confirming 

subscribers’ eligibility, in full compliance with existing section 54.410 of the Commission’s 

rules until the Commission’s new National Verifier has been launched in the state encompassing 

the Designated Service Area (i.e., Illinois).  Once the National Verifier is launched in Illinois, 

AR Designs will enroll subscribers through the National Verifier pursuant to the new provisions 

of section 54.410 and in accordance with all enrollment guidance provided by the Commission 

or USAC. 

                                                      
32 47 U.S.C. § 214(e); 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.201, 54.202, 54.400 et seq.  



14 

IV. GRANTING AR DESIGNS’ PETITION FOR DESIGNATION AS A LIFELINE 
BROADBAND PROVIDER ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER 
WILL SERVE THE PUBLIC INTEREST 

Section 54.202(b) of the Commission’s rules requires that before granting a petition for 

ETC designation, the Commission must find that grant of the designation would be in the public 

interest.33  The Lifeline program serves to further the Act’s goals of achieving “[q]uality 

services” offered at “just, reasonable, and affordable rates” for low-income consumers.34  In 

finding that broadband is a supported service for purposes of the Lifeline program, the 

Commission determined that in expanding “the availability of broadband service for low-income 

Americans,”35 an ETC is acting in the public interest.  Designation of AR Designs as a LBP ETC 

will serve the overall public interest, and will benefit low-income consumers in the Designated 

Service Area in by provisioning high quality broadband service with no out-of-pocket cost to 

Lifeline subscribers. 

In particular, AR Designs’ commitment to provide high speed broadband Lifeline service 

in economically distressed neighborhoods, where traditional incumbent ISPs have failed to invest 

in the infrastructure necessary to provide broadband service, will directly serve to advance the 

public interest.  AR Designs is currently in the process of deploying additional fiber infrastructure 

throughout several low-income communities.  Moreover, AR Designs understands that both 

affordable broadband access and digital literacy training are critical to further advance the 

Commission’s goal of broadband adoption in low-income communities.  To that end, AR Designs 

has developed a long-term plan, in partnership with low-income developers like The Community 

                                                      
33 47 C.F.R. § 54.202(b). 
34 47 U.S.C. § 254(b)(1). 
35 See Lifeline and Link Up Reform and Modernization et al., WC Docket Nos. 12-23, 11-42, 03-109, CC Docket 
No. 96-45, Report and Order and Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, 27 FCC Rcd 6656, 6673-74  ¶¶ 33-34 
(2012) (“2012 Lifeline Reform Order”). 
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Builders and nonprofits like EveryoneOn, to not only deploy advanced broadband network 

infrastructure, but also foster adoption through targeted programs available to members of low-

income communities.  As a Minority Business Enterprise (MBE) with a proven track record of 

providing broadband service and adoption programs to low income communities, upon designation 

as an LBP ETC, AR Designs will ensure that “[q]uality services” are offered at “just, reasonable, 

and affordable rates” for low income consumers in economically distressed communities 

throughout the Designated Service Area.36 

V. ANTI-DRUG ABUSE CERTIFICATION 

AR Designs certifies that no party to this Petition is subject to a denial of federal benefits 

that includes Commission benefits pursuant to Section 5301 of the anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1988, 

21 U.S.C. § 862. 

VI. CONCLUSION 

AR Designs certifies that its Petition for LBP ETC Designation fully satisfies the 

conditions set forth in the Communications Act, the Commission’s rules pertaining to Lifeline, 

and the 2016 Lifeline Modernization Order.  Accordingly, AR Designs respectfully requests 

expeditious approval of its LBP ETC Designation Petition under the Commission’s 60-day  

  

                                                      
36 47 U.S.C. § 254(b)(1). 
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